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LOUISIANA STATE BANK BUILDING 9

Royal & Conti Stfeets ~ New Orleens - Orleans Perish

Cere, Ing.

Date of Ereotion

1820

Arohitect
Benjamin Henry latrobe

Builder
Benjamin Fox

Present Conditisén~ _ _
Fair: Remodeled by Diboll, Owen and Goldstein in 1911.

7.

Kumber of Stories
Two

Materials of Construction
Briek, cemented; brick dome and veults; hipped
slate roof,

Other existing Records:
Chain of Title at MNew Orlesns Court Houss
Newspaper clippinge in dates 1818-1820
New Orleans, Its Old Houses, Shops & Public Buildings -

Ne C. Curtiep J. B, Lippinoott, 1933,
0ld New Orleans - Stanley Clisby Arthur - Hermenson,

Publisher, New Orleans, 1936

Additionsel Data:

Of the esrly nineteenth century buildings in New
Orleens few are mors interesting historicelly or architecturally then
the louisiane State Bank Building, '

It is on the north corner of Royal and Conti Streets,
whioh wes onoe the finanoial center of the Cld City. The Bank of
Louisiena, 1826, was diagonally opposite, while the Banque de 1la

Louisiane, 1804, the first bank established in the Miseissippi
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-Valiey; wes just down Royal Street in the same block. ' S

The Lbuisianﬁ State Bank was_incorporaied with a
capital of $2,000,000 by an Act of the State lLegislature in 1818 to
endure until December 31, 1870. It was the first bank established
after its admission to statéhood.

A careful éearch of the notariai records reveals
that the property on which the bank was erected wes acquired by
Pierre Cenas; the rear portions from Miss Vietoire Griffon, Februafy
21, 1793 and the front bortion from Guilliane Guigman, January 25,
1796, The entire property was ascquired from Cenas by iirs, Stephen
Zacharie, December 19, 1819, from whom the State Bank of Louisiana
scquired it July 20, 1820.

| Before purohesing the property the Bank hed edvertised

their desirs to purchase suitable land for the building. This ad, which

appeafed in the loulsiens Couriler on dJuly 27, 1818, reads a8 follows:

BOTICE TO OWNERS OF CITY 1OTS

New QOrlesans
July 186, 1818

The President and the Directors of the Louisisna
State Bank wish to purchease a lot of ground
in a suitable gituation for the banking house,
t0 be at leest B0 feet front with the usual
depth. Persons having property of this
description for sale are requested to make
rheir proposition in writing snd deliver it
to the Cashier on or before Wednesday, the
29th inst., specifying the sitvation snd
exact dimensions of the premises and the
tems -

By order
Richard Relf, Cashier,
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This was two years before the property was finally acquired.
The benk slso advertised an architeotural compebition for the design
of the building, the progrem appesring in the lLouisiena Courier July

20, 1818, as follows:

New Orlsans
July 16, 1818

The President and the Dirsotors of the louisians
State Bank, having in contemplation to erect an
edilice for the institution,which in its cone
struetion shall unite both convenience and taste,
solicit the erchitects of the City to assist them
with suitable plans.

It is inbended thet the bmilding shall be con~
structed on a lot of at least sixty by one hunm
dred and twenty feet, bto have a front of forty feetb
and s depbh of seventy, ineluding & front portico,
leaving an ares of at least ten feet on esmoh side.
The portico to rest upon a basement of such height
as will combine convenience of ascent with due
proportion and effect.

The plan must include the elevation and distribue
tion. and be mocompanied with en estimate. A
premium of two hundred dollars will be allowed
by the Board for the plan most approved of,

July 20 By order of the Board
Richerd Relf, Cashier

The results of the competition are unknowm, Benjemin Henry
letrobe arrived in New Orleans on Jeanuwery 9, 1812, to complete the
water works which had been left unfinished on the deeth of his son,

H. 5. B. Latrobe, September 3, 1817, He no doubt received the com=-
mission to design the bank after his arrival in the eity, not &5 a ro-
sult of the competition bub on the basis of his splendid repubstion

as an architect, establighed through his work on the National Capitol,
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end numerous other notewortly buildings in the vieinity of
Washington, Baltimore and Fhiladelphia, The acceptance of his de-
sign was announced in the following advertisement eppearing in the

louisiane Courier and the Few Englend newspapers on August 14, 1820:

NOorICH

R

TG BUILLERS AWD UHDERTAKERS

Ilouisiana State Bank
New Orleans, 10th August, 1820

The Board of Dirsotors of the Louisisna State
Bank having this day adopted the plan for a
banking house submitted by B. H. Ilatrobe, Esq.,
give notice thet this plen and description of
the building are depogited with the Cashier, who
will exhibit them - and that proposals for the
erection of the building, made in writing, and
undser geal, addressed to "The Board", will be
received by him until Thursday the 24th inst,

By order
Richard Relf, Casghier

Iouigiane Courier
August 14, 1820

This was latrobe’s laest design as a few days later, September

4, 1820, the Courier carried the following:

Mr. H. B. H. Latrobe died yesterday at 4:00
o'clock P. ¥., leaving & numerous family to
denlore the irreparable loss they have susteined.

Norman's HEW ORLuJANS AND ENVIRONS, 1845, gives the date of

ercction as 1822, the architects, latrobe and Benjamin Fox., The

total cost is given as $55,000,00. Benjamin Fox is listed in the

early City Direotories as a bullder and it was prohebly ho who erected

the building after Latrobe's death,
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Latrobe was extremely interested in the old buildings of
New Orleans end in his dJournal he seys:
"1t would be worth while and if I can find time
I will try to do something of the sort, to :
meke a series of drawings representing the City
ag it now ig, for it would be & safe weger
that in & hundred years not a vestige will
remain of the buildings a&s they now stand,
excepting, perhaps, & few publio buildings and of
houses built since the Ameriocan sequisition of
the country."
It is diffioult to say how much he wes influencsd by the erchie-
tecturs of the 01d City in his design, or how much his design influenced
later buildings. There are in this vieinity, however, numerous examples
of similar compositions; with high ground floor and entresol, and &
muich lower second story with wrought iron balcony eoross the facade
at that level., The arrangement of living quarters sbove the business
room is typical of New Orleans, as is also the courtyard with slave gquerters.
latrobe's design is much more classie in feeling than most New Orleens
buildings of that date, and closely resembles in oharacter and detail his
work in Washington and elsewhere.
" The plen is interesting and well studied, A& large ciroulsr domed
bapking room, the prinolpel feature, oocupies the center of a square,
the corners of which ars utilized &s storage space. The principsl entrance
from Royal Street is through e domed vestibule, on elther side of which
are offioes, with ololster vaulted veilings,

Direotly soross the banking room from the entrance & veulted passape



gives access to the semi-circuler dircctors' room, the large

windows of whioh:open to the rear court or csrrisge yard. To the
right of this pessage ia the bank vault and at the left a small door
opens into the stair hall, from which a long, winding stair of
forty-two risers ascends to the secomd floor apartment., The princi-
pal entrance to this stair hall is from Conti Street.

The treatment of all the rooms of the first floor is ex-
tremely simple, OSmooth white plaster is applied directly to the sclid
brickwork of the wells, arches and domes, all of which are deveid of
ornement save for a simple rosette at the center of the large vaulted
dome of the banking rooms. This room is lighted by large triple wine
dows in deep vaulted recesses et cach side.

The plan of the seccond floor is that of e typical residence
of the perlod. There is a spscious hall dowm the center with rooms on
oither side. The dining room ocoupies the semi-cirecular space above
the directors' room.

The elevations are as carefully studied as the plan, The
principal facade on Royal Street is composed symmetrically shout the
large doorway. ©Smaller openings flank the central feature, Strong
horizontel emphasis is provided et the second floor level by pro-
Jecting cornice and a fine wrought iron balecony in the center of which
is & monogrem panel with the initials "L. B, S." Thres French windows
with blinds open onto this balcony, The eomposition is surmounted by

a lerge semi-ciroular head briok dormer which rises above the main
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cornice and perspet, The hipped slate roof behind the parepet is not
visible except from some distance from the building,

The entrance doorway is very well propoftioned, the double
wood penelled doors being sepersted from the side~lights by twe Jonie
oolumns, There is. & semi-oiroular iron berred trensom, The panelling
in the doors has been somewhat changed and gless inserted in several
of the penels, The side-lights have been replaced with wood panels,

A photograph made by Morgen Whitney about 1900 and included
in this survey shows the doorwey before these slterations, The windows
at either side of the doorwey have also been changed, They were origi-
nally somewhet similar to the large triple windows on the Conti Street
side with heavy shutters, but were changed into show windows when the
building was remodelled in 1910 by Diboll, Owen and Goldstein. Several
changes in the interior were also made at this time, new openings being
eut in the wells of the banking room,

Thé Conti Street elevation is marked at the center by e
8lizhtly projecting bay with a large triple window with semi-circular
iron berred trengom on the first floore On the second floor a triple
French door opensg onto e wrought iron belcony. This bay is surmounted
by a dormer similer tc the one on the Royel Strest elevetion, Several
new windows out into this fecsde have somewhet spoiled it,

The rear elevebtion which feces the ocerriage yard isg unigue,
having a large seni-cireular bey in the center, with a wrought iron

beleony following its curve at the second floor level, Aoross the

yerd is the carriage house and slave querters, e two~story building.
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The yard is olosed off from the street by & briok wall whioh

curves downward from the buildings to a cypress gebe in the center,
a typical oompoéit;on for this sort of a courtyard arrsngement, There
are two gate-posts surmounted by ornamental balis of white marble.
These balls recall similar ones of cast iron which are placed on the
parapet’oflthe mein building at easch corner and beside each dormer.

The building is most substantially constructed with massive
brick ﬁalls, which are finished on the outside with an ochre solored
stucco, marked off véry faintly to represent stone coursing. The
woodwork is all of oypress and is painted dark greens

7 All arches, vaulis and domes of the first floor are of solid
brickwork rendering the building es neerly fire-proof as it is possible
to make it."

The roof construetion is very odd and inexplicabls, There
are in fact two separate and distinct roofs, one ebove the other, the
first an almost flat one and the other the hipped roof that is visible
on the‘building. The inner roof is sheathed but there is no roofing
on it, The outer roof is covered with slate with terra ootta hip and

ridge tiles, The sides and roof's of the dormers are also of slate,

Semuel Wilson, Jr.

April 24, 1936



18-8 HABS | aps
Fage 9 LA

3{,.Nﬁwaﬁ

7.
CHAIN OF TITLE

x
Situated on lower lake corner of Royal and Conti Streets end
now owned by Case, Ino,

September 20, 1932

Case, Inc., soquired from Max Hoohfelder by met before
George A. Dreyfous.

Oct, 2, 1919

Max Hochfelder scquired from State National Bank of
New Orleens, by act before A. D. Danziger, N, P.,
asoting for Felix J. Dreyfous, N. P.

State National Bank of Wew Orloans, Louisians,
acquired as sucoessor of Louisiena State Banlk,

July 20, 1820

State Bank of Iouisiens acquired from Mrs. (amn Weters)
Stophen Zachsrie by aot before Peter Pedesclaux, M. F.

December 19, 1819

Yrs, Stephen Zacharie acquired from Pierre Cenas by ao%
before Peter Pedesclaux, N. P., December 19, 1819.

February 21, 1793

Pierre Cenas scquired from Guilliane Guigman by act before
Fernando Rodripguez, N. P., Januery 25th, 1796 - for front
portion of property and #Miss Victoire Griffon by act before Peter
Pedesclaux, N. P., for rear portion of property.
NOTE: The present building must have besn constructed at a date later
then Jenwary 25, 1796, as the division line by the last mentioned
acquisition pesses through the now exisbing ﬁuilding.

After e careful search of the notarial records no mention of ,&

building contract can be found which would definitely fix the erection,

% Note: fake, Rov, ol s crad Gontiad, 4 Hew potcila o the coufpars .
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The following description of the re-modeling of the banking
room is given by General Allison Owen, Arehitect, of New Urleans,

whose firm, Diboll, Owen end Goldstein did this work in 1810-11.

The most important chenge in the building wes the outting
of large opénings betwesen the offiocers' privete offices at either
side of the entrance and the lerge, circular central banking room,
ana enlarging the openings between the banking room and the offices to
the rear of it., The building wes also wired for electricity.

The briok dome ;ver the ciroular banking room was found to
be sbout a foot thick at the ecenter and three feet thiock 8t the spring.
I+ i built of red brick'ﬁnd laid in an exoellent mortar of oyster
shell aﬁd lime, Several early banks were built with fire proof

cellings of briok, separate from the f{ire proof structure above them,

The screen of the banking room rsn scross the middle of the
room at the dismeter of the cirele and wes made of derk welnut with
a very simple fenoe of 3/4 inch round spindles with a top reil above,
the'spindles appearing ahove the top rail like a pioket fence. Behind
this rail was hung a green beize curtain, waich obstructed the view
of the banking space behind the wickets. This screen on the inside
of the banking space was considerably like a continuous sloping desk,
with drawers end cupboards below qnd flat arcas near the wickets
for hendling currencyand silver,

The_bank vault is still in place as originally installed;

whether the door of the veult is the originel door or not, we are

unable to say,'but it would seem to bhelong to a later period.
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The two front ﬁindows on Royal Street were enlarged to ﬁake
the building sui’ééble for store purposes - the orig:i_.nal design of
thess windows wes similar tg the smaller.windows on Conti Street.

The residence of the execufive of the bank, Richard Relf,
iz in the upper story, snd there is Qonsiderable 8paoe above the
rault of the lower floar and the floor joists of that story, whioh
seems t0 have been used in.part 2s & wine cellar.

In the restoration an effort was made to congerve the
original conditions so far as possible. Nothing was added to the
general charscter of the building, Inside the present high slate
roof the decking of the qrig}nal very low pitched roof is étill in pleoce.
When the roof was changed,.;% do not know - the present high roof ap-
pears to be perfectly oonéistent with the architecoturel desipn.

These restoretions were made immedietely following the
olosing of the bhank, which hed been in continuous operetion since
the erection of the building. The directors' room is the circular
room at the rear, The sleve guarters in the rear of the courtyerd
were not disturbed at that time. An eutomobile garage door has since

been cut inte the end of it from Conti Street,
Alligon Owen, F. 4, I. A,

Jamery, 1938
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Further investigation should be made to prove that Latrobe's
drawings were used in the ersotion of this building. To date no treces
have been found amongst the looal reocords. Benjemin Fox was a builder
and also called himself an arohitect, so no doubt chenges were made in
latrobe's concepbion of this building.

Since this building wes measured by the Survey the owners have
enclosed fhe courtyard with a frame building, in vioclation of both
zoning and fire lawg. This has ruinea the interesting vieﬁ from the

side street, through the carrisge driveway.

Ootvober 9, 1936

APPROVED;

Riohard Kooh, Distriot Officer
HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY
IN LOUISIANA

ZELLgJ.‘i«xﬁLf7‘zrifTTILJ‘



